S7686

(CBP Dec. 12-20) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on December 5, 2012;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-8507. A communication from the Chair-
man, Federal Maritime Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Commission’s
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General
for the period from April 1, 2012 through Sep-
tember 30, 2012; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-8508. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulation Policy and Manage-
ment Office of the General Counsel, Veterans
Health Administration, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Contracts and
Provider Agreements for State Home Nurs-
ing Home Care’ (RIN2900-A057) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
December 5, 2012; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. LEAHY for the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Katherine Polk Failla, of New York, to be
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of New York.

Troy L. Nunley, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of California.

Sheri Polster Chappell, of Florida, to be
United States District Judge for the Middle
District of Florida.

Pamela Ki Mai Chen, of New York, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of New York.

Mark A. Barnett, of Virginia, to be a Judge
of the United States Court of International
Trade. Patrick J. Wilkerson, of Oklahoma,
to be United States Marshal for the Eastern
District of Oklahoma for the term of four
years.

Louise W. Kelton, of Tennessee, to be
United States Marshal for the Middle Dis-
trict of Tennessee for the term of four years.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mr.
BEGICH):

S. 3663. A bill to reassert the proper role of
Congress in closing or realigning military in-
stallations; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. REID:

S. 3664. A Dbill to provide for debt limit ex-

tensions; read the first time.

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. LEVIN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.

BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, and Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. 3665. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide information to
foster youth on their potential eligibility for
Federal student aid; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. VITTER:

S. 3666. A bill to amend the Animal Welfare
Act to modify the definition of ‘‘exhibitor’ ;
considered and passed.
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms.
SNOWE):

S. Res. 611. A resolution designating De-
cember 15, 2012, as ‘‘“Wreaths Across America
Day”’ ; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. VITTER (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. COATS, Mr.
COBURN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. ENZI, Mr.
HELLER, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. JOHNSON of Wis-
consin, Mr. LEE, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. COCHRAN,
and Mr. WICKER):

S. Con. Res. 61. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that a carbon
tax is not in the economic interest of the
United States; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. AKAKA,
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mrs. HAGAN, and Mr.
BOOZMAN):

S. Con. Res. 62. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that our
current tax incentives for retirement savings
provide important benefits to Americans to
help plan for a financially secure retirement;
to the Committee on Finance.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 845

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name
of the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
UDALL) was added as a cosponsor of S.
845, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the log-
ical flow of return information between
partnerships, corporations, trusts, es-
tates, and individuals to better enable
each party to submit timely, accurate
returns and reduce the need for ex-
tended and amended returns, to provide
for modified due dates by regulation,
and to conform the automatic cor-

porate extension ©period to long-
standing regulatory rule.
S. 3608

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3608, a bill to modernize voter reg-
istration, promote access to voting for
individuals with disabilities, protect
the ability of individuals to exercise
the right to vote in elections for Fed-
eral office, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REID:

S. 3664. A bill to provide for debt
limit extensions; read the first time.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the bill
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD as follows:

S. 3664

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

December 6, 2012

SEC. 1. DEBT LIMIT EXTENSION.

Subsection (b) of section 3101 of title 31,
United States Code, is amended by striking
‘“‘as provided by law through the congres-
sional budget process described in Rule XLIX
of the Rules of the House of Representatives
or as provided by section 3101A or other-
wise.”” and inserting ‘‘as provided—

“(1) by law through the congressional
budget process described in Rule XLIX of the
Rules of the House of Representatives or as
provided by section 3101A or otherwise, or

‘“(2) by executive order of the President.
An executive order issued pursuant to para-
graph (2) shall be considered as a major rule
for purposes of chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code.”.

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
LEVIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BEGICH, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, and
Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. 3665. A bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to provide infor-
mation to foster youth on their poten-
tial eligibility for Federal student aid;
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, we cur-
rently have over 400,000 children in our
foster care system due to abuse or ne-
glect by their biological families, with
104,000 eligible for adoption. Tragically
every year nearly 28,000 of these chil-
dren age out of our foster care system
with no place to call home. On average,
foster children spend over 3 years in
the system and around 16 percent lan-
guish in the foster care system for over
5 years. Only around 3 percent start
college and even fewer finish their de-
gree. We must continue working to
connect children in our foster system
to a safe, loving, and permanent home
while also doing more to address their
educational outcomes.

I am greatly concerned that too
many of our Nation’s foster youth are
unable to appropriately access critical
Federal programs that provide assist-
ance to help increase their educational
opportunities. Higher education can
hold the key to a future of stability
and it is unacceptable that many foster
youth who are eligible for higher edu-
cation funds, such as Education and
Training Vouchers, ETV, and support
through the John H. Chafee Foster
Care Independence Program, are never
told about these programs.

This is why I have worked with my
colleagues to introduce a bipartisan
bill to direct the Department of Edu-
cation to fully utilize the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid, FAFSA,
as a tool to notify foster youth of all
Federal funds which may be available
to support their pursuit of higher edu-
cation, and include information specifi-
cally for foster youth on their agency
website. The Foster Youth Higher Edu-
cation Opportunities Act will automate
the notification to foster youth of their
potential eligibility for programs that
serve as a lifeline to a better future.

I would like to recognize Senators
INHOFE, FRANKEN, LEVIN, MURRAY,
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